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FBLA Candlelight Hﬁm{;
N

Ceremony
by Timika Mayo

North Centra High held its first
annua Future Business Leaders
of America (FBLA) candldight ceremony on
Thursday, December 2, 1993 a 6 PM. The
ceremony was held in the honor of the FBLA
officersasfollows: President-AngdaHopkins;
Vice-President Brandi Ford; Secretary-Tonya
Phillips; Treasurer-Timika Mayo;
Parliamentarian-K evinL andry; Reporter-Cindy
Mire; and Historian-Michelle Ridenour. This
ceremony was held for the officersto be sworn
in. Each officer lit a candle in honor of their
dedication fromthecandl efl amesof the Distri ct
Vice-President Darren M acip, whoisasenior a
Opelousas Senior High School. Aseach offi cer
wasaddressed, heor sheapproachedtheDistri ct
Vice-President of the Chapter to be sworn in.
The officersaccepted their responsibilitiesand
duties by saying "l do". During the ceremony,
theentireFBLA Clubrecitedthe FBLA pledge.
Then, when all activities were finished,
refreshments were served.

Who is Santa Claus?
by Jason Joubert

Everybody knowsthat Santa
is that short, fat, Christmas
Eveqift giver, andthat every
year millions of kids wakes
up on Christmas morning to
openadl their presentsthat he
leaves, but where did this myth originate?

Eighth Grade Football Team

Wins District
by David Johnson

"Another first of firsts for North Central High
School Hurricanes."

To changethesaying of "Bigthingscomein small
packages", and that's just what the North Centra
eighth grade footbal team proved. The "baby"
'Canes, as Coach Pitre would call them, had an
undefeated season as they strolled past their
opponents by averaging 35.2 points per game and
an impressive 7-0 season.

Marcus Blueitt| ed theteam on theground with the
rushingattack scoring15 TD'sin only sevengames.
Splitend Chris Stoner a so contri buted to theteam
with 11 TD receptions, with 10 of them coming
from QB Frederick Jenkins. 'Cane sports rank
theseoutstanding statstobeanumber onefoundation
for thefutureat NCHS. Congratulati ons go out to
Coach Pitreand histeam. Keep up the good work!

NCHS Math Club

Submitted by Dana Drawsand

TheNCHSMahClubhd ditsfirstofficial meeting
on Thursday, November 4, 1993, thanks to the
help of sponsors Mrs. PatriciaWoods, Mr. Lennet
Hamilton, and Mr. Ralph Bonner. The 1993-94
Math Club officers are as follows Helena
Labostrie, President; Nichole Rideau, Vice-
President; DanaDrawsand, Secretary; andK enneth
Doucst, Treasurer.

The objective of the NCHS Math Club isto help
students in math. Almost everyday, Mrs. Woods
opens her classroom at the lunch recess for the

(continued on page?2)




Who is Santa Claus? (contd.from pg.1)

Immigrants from European countriesfirst brought
this custom to the United States. In Europe, they
caled him St. Nichol as and celebrated hisfeast day
on December 6 with festive sports and gifts for
children. Hisnamewastransformed over and over
again throughout the year from St. Nicholas to
eventudly Santa Claus. However, his whole
makeup and appearance differed soradical ly from
the European St. Nicholas that Santa Claus may
appear to beanexclusive Americancresation. Many
years ago, Santa Claus was thought to come by
night, descend chimneys, and leave gifts while
children slept. The tradition to fulfill children's
wishes is still carried on today by many Santa
impersonators and parents around the world.

NCHS Math Club (contd. from pg. 1)

Math Club members to tutor other students who
have problems with their work, or just wanting to
improvetheir math skills. Thisyear, theMath Club
hopes to rai se enough money to send some of the
members to various contests. With the hard work
of the50 M ath Cl ub members, thethreeM ath Club
sponsors, and the support of the parents, faculty,
and students, the North Central High School Math
Club will raise enough money for the contests.

ChristmasActivitiesin School
Are Not the Same% % ﬁ

by LaToya Harris

As ayoung person at Washington High Schoal, |
can remember when each class would perform a
Christmas activity. Itwassomuchfun. Thefeding
of thecurtain opening and everyonel ooking at you
wasared rush. Whenwearrived at North Centrad ,
al that stopped. | canonly ask why. | know other
schools around here did the same thing. We used
to have severa activities during the last week of
school before we would get out for Christmas
holidays. So | say each and every homeroom
should get together and put on a performance for
the whole school. Inmy opinion, | think it would
be good for the school plus alot of fun.

A Christian's

Christmas
by Timika Mayo

December 25, the day
known to usas Christmas,
Is a holiday cdl ebrated by
Christians as the
anniversary of the birth of
Jesus. Every year
Christians celebrate the
25th of December by putting up a Christmas tree
and decorate it with ornaments and colorful lights;
this tree symbolizes the joy of that day. The
Christians have a church festiva extending from
December 24 throught January 6 which is known
as "Christmastide’. Christmas is dso aday when
families come together and havedi nner, give each
other gifts, and give thanks to God for the many
blessings He has given them.

Christmas Around the World

by Jason Joubert

M any peoplehavethemi sconceptionthat Christmas
is celebrated only in the United States, but that is
simply not true. Many other countries around the
world aso cd ebratethe birth of Christ, justlike we
do. Infact, Christmasis cd ebrated in every time
zonearoundtheworld. Theideatousethe Christmas
trees that we put up in our homes every year was
first originated by the Germans. They decorated
their trees in some of the same ways we do today.
Theltaiansa sohave aSantaClaus, but theirsisa
littledifferent. Their legends of Christmasarealot
like ours except for one catch: Ther Santais
femde In Spain they cary a time-honored
traditioninwhichtherich or wed thier people give
to the poorer, less fortunate citizens. This is a
concept that we Americans should think about
taking up. Evenjust south of here, in Mexico, they
celebrate Christmas. Their cel ebration, however,
is alittle different from ours. Mexicans celebrate
at night with parades, suppers, and the breaking of
pifiatas. Now, next timeyou hear someonesay that
Christmas is only cd ebrated inthe U. S, you will

be ableto say that there are many other countries
that do, too!



What People Don't Realize
by LaToya Harris

Thereare alot of people who don't redi ze the true
meaning of Christmas. Seemsto me, Christmasis
getti ng moreand more materid istic each and every
year. What | mean is, gifts aren't the only things
you should worry about. You shouldredly think of
people who are less fortunate than you are, people
who don't have awarm pl ace to stay, people who
don't have any food to eat. It's not just adults but
asolittle chil dren who don't haveanything to open
on Christmas morning. | really don't know how
they fed becausel wasthe personwho dwayshad
gifts and food to eat but somehow redity hits me
awaysusudly when| turnonmy television. There
is so much talk about homelessness and hunger. |
never see anything being done about it and that's
what red ly gets to me.

Also Christmasisthe timeto cdl ebratethebirth of
Christ. Do you know where you would be if we
never had Him? Noneof your dreamswould come
true. You can always pray to Him to bring you
things that you need. Y ou should never pray for
things that you just want especially if they are not
necessary. So whatever you do don't just think of
materia things on Christmas because that's redlly
not the true meaning of it. Some people just don't
redli ze that.

Jingle Bells

by Jeremiah Adams § .

The results are in, but Santa is out.

Most of those surveyed don't believe in Santa,
whether he's comi ng down achimney, flying over
your house, or driving a 4x4 through the mud.
Joyous best describes Christmas in one word,
with "fun" and "presents” rounding out thelist.
With Barbiebea ng thequeen of plastic parts, dolls
were overwhe mingly chosen as the favorite toy
asakid. North Centrd's students are very psy-
chic; threeout of four wereable tofind out where
Mom and Dad hid their presents when they were
young.

In the event that North Centrd's students could
rub Aladdin's lamp, they would ask for money, a
car, and clothes. Other responsesincl uded bring-
ingback deadrd ati vesand four-wheders. Spend-
ing timewith family best conveysthemeaning of
Christmas, with gifts, sharing, and the birth of
Christ following behind. Presents and family
summarize the best memories of Christmas; toys
were the things that people like most. Other
responses in this category included food and
family.

Finaly, even though "Jingle Bells" and "Silent
Night" are the top songs, a medley of various
things including hunti ng season conflicting with
Christmas, not enough time off, and too many
relatives at home annoy people the most.




The Christmas Holidays
by Kim Bolden

Tomany of us Christmasisatime of joy. Wewake
up on Christmas morning and look for our presents
under the Christmas tree, we make plenty of food
and reunite with family and friendsand just havea
good time.

For some people this is atime of tragic memories.
Many peoplearekil led and hurt around thistime by
drinking and driving or by drunk drivers. So keep
inmind, thisisajoyoustimebut asoatimeto take
many precautions. Aroundthistimeof year, many
peoplearebeing mugged, robbed, raped, andkilled.
Weshould dso keep in mind those people who are
less fortunate than we are. There are people who
havenofood, can't afford presents, and haveno one
to share thisjoyous holiday with. To hel p some of
these people we coul d donate food, clothing, and
little giftsto shel ters, nursing homes and hospita s.

Christmas and the Class of
1994 ;)

by Nicole Brown

| interviewed severd seniors, andthey are looking
forward to Christmas for many reasons. Not only
will they be happy when St. Nick arrives bringing
gifts, but they arelooking forward to the break of
school. Some seniors reveded to me that they are
looking forward to the year of 1994. They redize
that with thecoming of the new year they redly are
getting hear to their graduation. From the class of
'94 we wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Y ear.

Thinking of Christmas
by Monica Washington

When peopl e think of Christmas,
They think of mounds of snow
Christmas cookies and trees aglow.
| don't.

| think of the scent

Of zesty gingerbread

And green mistl etoe

Hanging over our heads

Brightly lit houses al over town.
Relatives hugs

Hot steamy cocoa

And presents from Santa
Areachild's delight.

Red, White, or Marble?
by Kelly Richard

Guess what time of the year it iST ¢ Y™ %
Yep! It'sfindly Christmas agan,
thetime of the year to decorateand bejolly. North
Centrd's Agricultural Department is now sling
fully bloomed beautiful poinsettias for $5.00 a
piece. There are three colors to choose from:
white, red, and marble. They wll make a grest
Christmas present for anyone in your family or
even just for making your home look pretty and
warm.

Each year the agriculturd students work hard at
preparing their plants to sdll at Christmastime. In
order to buy aplant, just contact Mr. Beard or Mr.
Richard in the Agricultural Department.




USL Senior Day

by Jeremiah Adams

On Saturday, November 20, USL sponsored its
Senior Day, dlowing students from surrounding
area schools to see what USL has to offer in its
various col leges and an opportunity to persuade
prospective freshmen to attend. Being asenior, |

was glad to parti cipate dong with 25 other juniors
and seniors from North Central.

Onarivd atUSL, wewere notified by Ms. Samto
returntoMs. Simon'sbusby 4:30 PM. Takingthis
advice in hand, weregistered in the Student Union
ArtGalery; after | metan old friend of mine, | then
went on awaking tour of USL, returning to the
Student Union after 9 AM. At 10 AM, | returned
to the Student Union Ballroom for a presentati on
by the Dean of Academic Affars, who told us
about the various colleges that made up USL.
Then, | went to asesson that dealt with education
inthePolitica Sciencebuilding, eventhough | was
planning to mgj orin sportsmedicine. | thenhopped
on abus to tour the Hedl th & PE majors building,
where | was amazed to see six racquetbal | courts,
twofull-sizebasketbal | courts, twelve Stairmasters,
and a carpeted four-lane indoor track.

Atnoon, | passed on hot dogsfor lunchto visitwith
Jay Bienvenu, graduate of the Louisiana School

and an honors student/math & science whiz, who
took me to his residence at Stokes Hall. After 75
minutes of computing, chatting and black cherry
soda, | left for the Student Unionwith Jay and some
programsfor Mr. Hamil ton's M acintosh computer.
In the last two and one-haf hours before we left, |

becameavery busy person: | saw aslide show and
askit on campus life, | saw the Ragin' Jazz (USL's
dancesquad), | toured the Health & PE building for
thesecond time, and | won aT-shirt beforel left for
the Student Union.

Asl got off the USL tour bus, | wasinformed by a

member  of USL's
orientation staff that there areclassesthat teach the
two-step andjitterbug. | thenboarded M s. Simon's
bus, where we returned to North Centrd High
under acover of darkness.

The Meaning of Christmas
by Nicole Brown

The meaning of Christmas to some people is
when you get to sit down with al of your family
and ta k about all kinds of good things. Then
you can a so sit down with your family and have
anice meal on Christmas Day. To the kids it
means getting all kinds of gifts from big ones to
small ones. Thefamily can aso go to church
together. To some peopleitisaday that people
thank God for letting them see another
Christmas. To me, Christmas means that all of

my family can come together
for alittle while and go to church
together. Wecan also open out
giftstogetherand edt together.




Just so you won't be bored on that long Christmas break, we have selected two brainteasers for
your enjoyment. Good luck!

Family Matters

This is part of Devon Becker's

ancestry:

e Her father's father's name was
Eddie.

= Eddie Becker married Gerry
Stone.

= Stephi Stone is the wife of Ed
Brown.

= Getty Stone was Colleen Becker's
mother.

= Stewart was Colleen Becker's
husband.

What was the name of Devon's
grandfather on her mother's side?

ALL
N2
B2

9

From the publication class of North Central
High School Have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!



